
 

    < 0.05% of 

all allow ances

21.0% of all allow ances

Prototype 76,000

Non-Prototype 201,000

5.8% of all allow ances

73.2% of all allow ances

Prototype 195,000

Non-Prototype 700,000

Field Office 70,000

76,000 Allowed

12.4%

277,000 Allowed

62.7%

2008 Longitudinal Disability Claims and Appeals Data
Based on claims filed in Calendar Year 2008

ALJ Level

Appeals

544,000
Prototype 145,000

Non-Prototype 399,000

Reconsideration Level 

Determinations

611,000

Non-Prototype

Appeals

Council

  62,000**

40,000 Appeals 

Council Pending**

Federal
Court

 1,700**

1,300 Court Cases 

Pending**

611,000 out of 

1,271,000

Non-Prototype Denials 

Appealed

48.1% Appeal Rate

399,000 of 535,000

Non-Prototype 

Denials Appealed

74.6% Appeal Rate

145,000 of 323,000 

Prototype Denials 

Appealed Directly

 to ALJ

44.9% Appeal Rate

QUICK FACTS

· Data are updated through October 2010.  

· More than 1 milion people are allowed at the 

initial and reconsideration levels; most in 3 

months.

· About 85% of all initial and reconsideration 

level determinations stand.
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Source: Longitudinal Disability Research File

Initial Level 

Determinations

2,570,000*

102,000 ALJ Pending**
More than 95% from new requests for 

hearings. Small percentage of remands.

965,000 Allowed*

37.5%

200 Allowed**

1%

 1 Allowed**

<1%

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS

IN THE ACT

· Application/benefit eligibility determination

· Purchase and evaluation of evidence

· Determination of disability

· Quality review of 50% of all allowances

· Periodic reviews of all beneficiaries

· Redeterminations of all SSI children at age 18

· 5-month waiting period for SSDI benefit start

· Additional 24-month waiting period for 

Medicare

*    Includes both DDS determinations and Field Office actions 

     (Collateral Estoppel, etc.) Total excludes technical denials not 

     appealed, but includes 11,000 cases that cannot be classified as 

     prototype/non-prototype because no DDS determination was found.

**  Estimated. Does not include CDRs.

-    Allowances are now reported at the level of the earliest 

     determination which was at least partially favorable.

-    Allowance rates subject to change based on outcome of potential

     remands and remaining appeals.

-    Pendings at the ALJ, Appeals Council and Court levels total 143,300, 

     and include 27,100 Prototype and 116,200 Non-Prototype Cases.  160 Remanded**

3,900 Remanded**

 


